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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Can a State Citizen Corps Council nominate one of their local councils for a National Citizen Corps Achievement Award?  If so, how is that indicated in the application package?

Yes, State/Territory Citizen Corps Councils may nominate local, tribal, and regional Citizen Corps Councils in their state/territory.  However, they should first contact the Council to let them know that they are nominating them.  This will help avoid duplicate packages from being submitted.  When State/Territory Citizen Corps Councils are nominating Councils in their area, they should include a cover sheet stating who they are and that they are nominating another council for an award.  In addition, on the cover sheet, please provide both the State/Territory Citizen Corps Councils contact information and the local, tribal, or regional Councils contact information.  (This cover sheet will not count toward the three page limit.)  Finally, they should state "(their State/Territory Council name) nominating the (name of local, tribal, or regional Council)" on each page submitted in the package. 

Can a local Citizen Corps Program Partner or Affiliate (CERT, MRC, Fire Corps, VIPS, Neighborhood Watch, etc) apply for a National Citizen Corps Achievement Award?  Can a CERT and MRC team apply jointly for a National Citizen Corps Achievement Award?  

Only registered Citizen Corps Councils can be nominated for a National Citizen Corps Achievement Award.  Program partners and affiliates are encouraged to contact their local Council to include their activities in their community’s nomination package.
Does a Citizen Corps Council have to be registered to apply for a National Citizen Corps Achievement Award?

All nominated Citizen Corps Councils must be registered on www.citizencorps.gov to be considered for a National Citizen Corps Achievement Award.

What is the period for which the Council’s activities or programs must have occurred in order to be eligible for a 2009 National Citizen Corps Achievement Award?
The Citizen Corps Council’s activities, initiatives, or programs must have occurred during the period from January 1 – December 31, 2008, in order to be considered for a 2009 National Citizen Corps Achievement Award.

Are there any monetary awards associated with the National Citizen Corps Achievement Awards?  What is meant by ‘honored guests at an awards ceremony during the National Conference on Community Preparedness’?
There is no cash award associated with the National Citizen Corps Achievement Awards.  However, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will provide free travel, lodging, and expenses for two representatives from the winning Council in each award category to attend the 2009 National Conference on Community Preparedness, August 9-12, 2009, in the Washington, DC area.  While at the conference, the winning Councils will receive their awards during a ceremony and will also have the opportunity to talk about their activities, initiatives, and programs during one of the conference sessions.  In addition, winning Councils will be featured in national Citizen Corps outreach materials and on the National Citizen Corps Website.
We will be mailing our National Citizen Corps Achievement Awards application via Overnight Express or Express Service, what phone number should we use on the shipping label?  
Please use the following phone number for the destination contact information when shipping award applications: (301) 770-5800.
Our State Citizen Corps Council is interested in submitting a National Citizen Corps Achievement Awards application, if there is more than one initiative that our State Council has been working on, should there be one application that includes all of the initiatives or one application for each initiative?  

State/Territory Citizen Corps Councils should combine all their initiatives into one award package for the Outstanding State/Territory Citizen Corps Initiatives Award.
Please email further questions to citizencorps@dhs.gov, with the subject line: 2009 Citizen Corps Awards.
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